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... where good ideas become great products

This edition celebrates the power of collaboration and its profound impact on achieving excellence. At the heart 
of every successful project lies the synergy between diverse minds.  As we delve into stories of teamwork and 
shared achievements, we highlight how collaboration fosters innovation, creativity, and unparalleled results. 

We are proud to be affiliated with you on the journey of product development.
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Dear PDTS Community,

Can you believe we are already halfway through 2024?

Time certainly flies when you’re busy innovating!  It has been an exciting and dynamic start to the year for all 
of us at PDTS, filled with strategic planning, collaboration, and continuous improvement.

This quarter, one of our key focuses has been revisiting and refining our strategic plan. Ensuring that our 
plan aligns with our future goals is crucial for our continued success. We’ve worked diligently to create a clear 
vision and purpose that enhances our support for local SMEs, enabling them to compete more effectively both 
locally and internationally. I am pleased to announce that our new, streamlined vision has been developed 
thanks to the valuable input from our dedicated team. You can find details of this vision on our website:
https://pdts.co.za/history/

In line with our strategic goals, we have also placed a strong emphasis on building collaborative partnerships 
with various stakeholders. These partnerships are essential in helping us achieve our vision and further our 
mission to support innovation and product development in South Africa.

Another significant milestone this quarter is our ongoing process of ISO 9001 recertification. This recertification 
is vital for ensuring that our processes consistently produce high-quality prototypes and services that meet 
both client and regulatory requirements. It also reflects our commitment to continuous improvement and 
upholding the highest standards in all our operations.

On behalf of the PDTS team and the Central University of Technology (CUT), I would like to extend my heartfelt 
thanks for choosing PDTS as your partner in innovation. Your trust and collaboration inspire us to strive for 
excellence.

Warm regards,

Collaboration Inspires Excellence

Deputy-Director: PDTS
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PDTS had the honour of hosting delegates from TIA and DSI for the purpose of gaining a deeper understanding 
of the PDTS and explore opportunities for expansion.

Together, we discussed innovative strategies to enhance our support for local SMEs, enabling them to compete 
more effectively both locally and internationally.

The discussions were filled with insightful ideas and promising pathways for future growth. With the continued 
support from TIA and DSI, PDTS is poised to unlock new opportunities for SMEs, driving economic growth and 
fostering global competitiveness.

#PDTS #TIA #DSI #Innovation #SMEs #EconomicGrowth #GlobalCompetitiveness

Facility tour and on-site visit with TIA and DSI 

From the left: Madimetja Mothoa (TIA), Miralde Kotze (PDTS), Karabo Mlambo (DSI), Francois Kuys (PDTS), 

Clifford Motshwaedi (TIA), Shelly Mona (PDTS), Nanga Mjila (TIA), Palesa Ramantso (PDTS).

Insightful ideas and pathways for growth
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Maths III Engineering Students from the Central University of Technology’s Faculty of Engineering joined our 
PDTS welding course and unlocked the world of MIG welding.  They learned from experts, collaborated in 
groups, and practiced their skills in a supportive environment.

	 What Happed?

	 Students received expert guidance.
	 Engaged in group learning.
	 Participated in practical sessions.
	 Underwent comprehensive evaluation.

	 Safety First!

	 Students receiving safety induction.
	 Observed workshop demonstrations.

	 Why Choose PDTS?

	 You will developing valuable skills.
	 You will be exploring networking opportunities.
	 You will gain hands-on experience.

For more information contact 051 507 3530 or email pdts@cut.ac.za

Discover your welding talent with PDTS
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Precision Engineering Solutions

Attention to detail is our specialty. Our Advanced Machining and Tooling services deliver precision engineering 
solutions that exceed expectations. Where every detail matters. At PDTS, we specialize in crafting bespoke 
tooling solutions tailored for injection molding and precision mold inserts.

Our expertise lies in achieving exceptional accuracy and fine detail, ensuring that each component meets 
exacting specifications with impeccable consistency. Whether you’re enhancing production efficiency or 
pushing the boundaries of design complexity, our commitment to excellence guarantees solutions that 
surpass expectations. Join us in exploring how our precision engineering transforms concepts into reality.

#PrecisionEngineering #Tooling #Machining
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Crafting unforgettable branding experiences
We are thrilled to showcase the remarkable collaborations we’ve had with our clients in crafting unforgettable 
events.  From concept to execution, our team has creatively brought visions to life, ensuring every detail reflects 
our clients’ unique identities and resonates with their audiences. 

Items include (but are not limited to) event theme designs, invitations, website banners, social media adverts, 
email signatures, posters, dummy cheques, certificates, name cards, menus, seating plans, and many more.

Let’s continue to create stunning events together.

Email: mkotze@cut.ac.za  |  Tel: +27 51 507 3643

#EventBranding #CollaborationSuccess
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Sophisticated project management software

Precision meets purpose

The Product Development Technology Station (PDTS) is introducing Microsoft Project, a sophisticated project 
management software, to ensure quality, effective budget management, and timely completion of projects. 
This user-friendly tool improves PDTS’s project management methods, ensuring competitiveness in the 
dynamic project and product development environment.

Trust the PDTS Medical Device Product Development to deliver medical devices that exceed expectations. 
Any product that we can assist with can be delivered to your door anywhere nationwide. Contact Katlego 
Makgeledisa (kmakgeledisa@cut.ac.za) for more information.
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The adventure which is product development
Product development isn’t a checklist of tasks - it is a road filled with twists, turns, and unexpected discoveries. 
Each project is unique, with its own challenges and triumphs to be uncovered.

Our adventure begins with exploration, as we investigate the heart of the problem. We ask questions, challenge 
assumptions, and seek to understand the problem. More than just scratching the surface, it’s about diving into 
the depths of understanding.

From there, we transition into investigation. Here, we explore the landscape of possible solutions, pushing the 
boundaries of what’s been done before and dreaming up bold new ideas. It’s a thrilling pursuit of innovation 
fuelled by curiosity.

With our sights set on realization, we roll up our sleeves bringing your vision to life with prototyping, testing, 
certification - these are the building blocks of our journey, each one bringing us a step closer to the destination. 
And as we journey forward, we create products, craft experiences, and infuse details with purpose and passion.

Our journey doesn’t end with development or prototyping. This is the beginning. On the horizon we turn our 
gaze towards the next stage: The launch. As we prepare to unleash creativity upon the world. We bridge the 
gap between creation and consumption is the user-experience of your product.

And as the journey reaches its peak, we embark on one final adventure: The limit run production. It’s a 
celebration of everything “Product Development”.
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A visit from Ikanyegeng High School - Jacobsdal
PDTS had a wonderful time on 03 May 2024, hosting the Grade 11 and 12 students from Ikanyegeng High 
School in Jacobsdal, Free State.

They received the opportunity to see our cutting-edge technologies, learn about industry practices, and receive 
vital insights into the Faculty of Engineering, Built Environment, and Information Technology (FEBIT). Thank 
you to CUT and PDTS for this amazing experience! 

#Education #IndustryInsights #BeyondTheClassroom
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CUT Career Roadshow
On May 7 2024, PDTS proudly participated as an exhibitor at the CUT Careers Roadshow. Our presence at this 
event was driven by the goal of fostering connections between industry professionals and the talented students 
of CUT. This exhibition served as an important platform for facilitating graduate recruitment initiatives, where 
we engaged with students to highlight career opportunities and discuss our industry’s evolving needs and 
expectations for skill sets. 

By actively participating in the Roadshow, PDTS not only contributed to shaping future talent but also reinforced 
our commitment to supporting educational and professional development within our industry.

Pictured above, from the left: Palesa Ramantso and Kekeletso Korolos from PDTS.
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Custom sublimation fabric printed packaging
PDTS had the exciting opportunity to capture the completion of our latest client project. Beulah Sanitary Pads 
packed in custom designed cosmetic bags. Brought to you by Gracious Nubian, designed and developed by 
PDTS.

Our team designed graphics for custom sublimation fabric printed cosmetic bags, bringing vibrant and unique 
patterns to life on high-quality textiles. Each piece of fabric showcased the intricate details of our client’s brand.

The elegant product tags were printed on natural cardboard paper, adding a touch of rustic sophistication 
to the final presentation. These tags not only complement the custom fabrics but also embraces eco-friendly 
materials.

To find out more about our client’s products, visit www.graciousnubian.co.za
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SABS approved packaging
PDTS designed a packing wrap that serves as the finishing touch for our client’s products for 
SABS approval. This wrap is more than aesthetically pleasing; it fulfills a crucial role by prominently 
displaying essential information. From legislative details and clear directions for use to 
instructions for care, every aspect is carefully laid out for consumer convenience and compliance. 
 
Moreover, the packaging wrap includes vital manufacturer details, ensuring transparency 
and accountability. Each product is equipped with a barcode for efficient tracking and 
inventory management. Additionally, key product features are highlighted to inform 
consumers about the advantages and specifications of the item they’re purchasing. 
 
By focusing on these comprehensive elements, PDTS not only enhances the visual appeal of the packaging 
but also ensures that it serves as a functional and informative component that meets regulatory standards 
and customer expectations alike. For more information on our clients’ beautiful products visit
www.graciousnubian.co.za

#Sustainablity #Quality #SABSapproval
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Eco-friendly seating - “from drab to fab”
Keep an eye out for our upcoming seating and table coverings, crafted entirely from recycled materials, 
blending sustainability with sophistication. Our commitment to environmental stewardship is reflected in the  
seats and tables in our common areas, adorned with eco-friendly coverings that not only enhance style but 
also minimize waste, contributing to a greener planet. 

Additionally, each table is equipped with a solar-powered charging station, providing a sustainable energy 
solution to keep your devices powered while you study or work. Embrace the future of eco-conscious design 
and functionality with our innovative and environmentally friendly amenities.

Join us in embracing this step towards sustainability and convenience. Let’s make a positive impact together, 
one seat at a time.

This collaboration is between Central University of Technology, Free State (CUT), Centre for Sustainable Smart 
Cities (CSSC) and Product Development Technology Station (PDTS).

#SustainableCampus #EcoFriendly #StudentLife
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SAISI equipment brochure for SI devices
Our commitment goes beyond delivering high-quality medical devices. We are dedicated to pushing the 
boundaries of what’s possible, constantly exploring new horizons in technology and design. Our journey is 
fueled by a pursuit of excellence, where each project is an opportunity to set new standards and redefine the 
future of healthcare.  Join us on this thrilling adventure, where innovation knows no bounds and every step
is a leap towards a healthier world. At PDTS, we’re not just developing products; we’re crafting the future of 
medical devices.  

Our branding team has designed and developed an equipment brochure exclusively for SAISI (South 
African Institute for Sensory Integration). Our medical devices team designed and developed each 
featured piece of equipment, ensuring they meet the highest standards of quality and effectiveness. 
 
Soon, this comprehensive brochure will be readily accessible for download from the SAISI website, 
offering detailed insights into a range of sensory integration solutions. It features a selection of 
five adult sensory integration equipment and five pediatric sensory integration equipment, each 
tailored to address specific therapeutic needs with advanced functionality and user-centric design. 
 
Discover how SAISI is revolutionizing sensory integration therapy, empowering healthcare professionals and 
enhancing patient care through cutting-edge medical devices. 
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SolidWorks Essentials Training
Unlock the power of SolidWorks with PDTS Essentials Training. Ready to take your CAD skills to the next level? 

From 24 – 28 June 2024 PDTS presented and faciltiated a SolidWorks Essentials Training Course. This training 
is perfect for beginners who are eager to dive into the world of 3D Computer Aided Design and Modelling and 
understand the essentials of CAD.

During this essentials training, our facilitators covered essential SolidWorks functionalities, basics and user 
interface, shelling and ribs, assembly modelling, among other things.

This opportunity gave participants the chance to master one of the industry’s leading CAD software packages. 

For more information on our SolidWorks Essentials training and for the next training dates, 
contact  pdts@cut.ac.za
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Thank you!
Thank you to everyone who joined our SolidWorks training journey. We hope you gained new skills and insights 
that will fuel your creativity and productivity. Keep designing and innovating!
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A welcome visit by experts from the UN
It has been a pleasure having renowned higher education experts for a facility tour last week. Prof Mahoney is a 
global Leader in Education, Performance Psychology, and Innovation, and Dr Helena Lim is a higher Education 
Thought Leader and academic and Institutional Data Researcher. 

The Central University of Technology, Free State Vice-Chancellor and Principal, Prof. Pamela Dube hosted 
these renowned higher education experts in a series of discussions at the Bloemfontein Campus last week. 
The conversations were related to current topics in the sector.

Thank you for your interest in our Technology Station, it has been a privilege to meet you.
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Celebrating 3 years of ISO 9001 full certification
This month, the Product Development Technology Station is celebrating 3 years of ISO 9001 full certification. 
This will be followed by a recertification Audit on 28th June 2024 for another 3 years of full certification. This 
milestone indicates the organization’s commitment to quality and customer satisfaction.

For more information on our ISO 9001 Quality management system and services, you may contact PDTS by 
sending an email to pdts@cut.ac.za or visit our website www.pdts.co.za
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Learn How to Draw
Dive into the captivating world of sketching and drawing with PDTS’ exciting hands-on workshops.

Ever wondered how lines and contours can speak volumes to effortlessly convey ideas and concepts? Now’s 
your chance to learn the techniques of basic drawing. This workshop is designed for everyone eager to explore 
the power of lines and contours. 

Mark your calendars and reserve your spot for this experience.  Don’t miss out on the opportunity to ignite your 
passion for drawing.

Our next training session will be on 5 - 6 September 2024 and again on 28 - 29 November 2024.

To book your seat, send an email to pdts@cut.ac.za or visit www.pdts.co.za



LATEST NEWS ON PDTS

20

Cost-effective proof of concepts
For cost-effective prototypes (proof of concept parts), we use FDM (Fused Deposition Modelling) 3D printers 
for prototyping simple parts that might need to be machinable. Using FDM 3D printing is a smart strategy, 
especially when simplicity and machinability are key factors. FDM, is a type of additive manufacturing that 
builds parts layer by layer using thermoplastic materials. 

Quality and safety are non-negotiable in the medical product development field. PDTS ensures every medical 
device meets regulatory requirements and industry standards. 

For any inquiries, please contact tlikhi@cut.ac.za

#Quality #Safety #Prototyping #AdditiveManufacturing
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Promotional Materials
Promotional flyers enhance the visibility and engagement during exhibitions, tradeshows, and facility visits. 
Flyers act as condensed information packets, conveying key details about your clients’ products, services, or 
event specifics. They serve as quick references for attendees to understand what’s being offered or showcased.

PDTS is happy to help you develop promotional materials to drive engagement and contribute to the overall 
success of your clients’ promotional efforts.

#GraphicDesign #BrandAwareness #Exhitibitions #Tradeshows
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Meet the Creative and Skilled Team

Prof Deon de Beer

MANCOM Chair

ddebeer@cut.ac.za

Thato Moloi

Project Coordinator

thatomoloi@cut.ac.za

Francois Kuys

Advanced Machining and Tooling

fkuys@cut.ac.za

Tebogo (Solly) Likhi

Medical Device Development

tlikhi@cut.ac.za

Shelly Mona

Deputy-Director

smona@cut.ac.za

Tshepo Nqojana

Finance

knqojana@cut.ac.za

Miralde Kotze

Graphic Design and Branding

mkotze@cut.ac.za

Ronald Masheane

Lead Engineer

rmasheane@cut.ac.za

Mzwake Moqhaisa

Quality

mmoqhaisa@cut.ac.za

Ishmael Hlanganiso

Product Development

bhlanganiso@cut.ac.za

Katlego Makgeledisa

Medical Device Development

kmakgeledisa@cut.ac.za

Stephen Ntoahae

Advanced Machining and Tooling

nntoahae@cut.ac.za
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Meet the Creative and Skilled Team

Thato Leseme

Medical Device Development

tleseme@cut.ac.za

Khuma Pekenya

Advanced Sheet Metal and Tubing

pkhuma@cut.ac.za

Kekeletso Tsholofelo Koroloso

Marketing

kkoroloso@cut.ac.za

Palesa Ramantso

Medical Device Development

pramantso@cut.ac.za

Hlulani Baloyi

Advanced Machining and Tooling

hbaloyi@cut.ac.za

Nyakallo Mokgeseng

Advanced Sheet Metal and Tubing

nmokgeseng@cut.ac.za

Engage with us on Social Media

Click on the arrows to visit our social pages

www.pdts.co.za

https://www.facebook.com/ProductDevelopmentTechnologyStation
https://www.instagram.com/pdts365/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/product-development-technology-station-770b9a172/
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